


OverviewOverview

Smokefree Outdoor Spaces Policy:
� background
� what is it and who’s it for?
� why have it?
� implementation
� what next?



BackgroundBackground
Smokefree Outdoor Spaces policy presented to local 
Councils

Toi Te Ora findings:
69% support in Opotiki
93% support in Rotorua

Health Sponsorship Council (2007):
76.4% of adults (nationwide) said that it was not at all 
acceptable to smoke when at an outdoor children’s 
playground.



What is it and WhoWhat is it and Who’’s it for?s it for?



Smokefree Outdoor Spaces Smokefree Outdoor Spaces 
Policy is:Policy is:

A policy designed to extend Smokefree 
areas to outdoor spaces that children 

use



GoalGoal
Encourage positive role modelling for 
children by normalising non smoking in 

outdoor public spaces



Objectives
Increase the number of Smokefree outdoor public 

places
1. Reduce the visibility of smoking which contributes to 

smoking initiation 
2. Create supportive environments to enable former 

smokers to remain Smokefree
3. Reduce exposure to second hand smoke
4. Reduce the environmental detriments from cigarette 

litter to protect the natural environment in the 
Western Bay of Plenty

5. Encourage smokers to quit smoking



Target AreasTarget Areas
Rotorua:

� children’s playgrounds,                     
Redwoods Forest park

Opotiki:
� parks, reserves, playgrounds,                 

sports grounds, beaches



Educational Policy

� policy relies on public education, public 
awareness, signage, and voluntary 
compliance

� Councils are able to be an example 
and role model in the community 

� enforcement issues not present and a 
bylaw is not necessary for adoption



Evidence of Compliance (Opotiki)Evidence of Compliance (Opotiki)
Opotiki Cigarette Butt Study Results
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Evidence of Compliance Evidence of Compliance 
(Rotorua)(Rotorua)

 Rotorua Cigarette Butt Study Results
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Why have it?Why have it?



1. National Direction . National Direction 

� supports a key national focus of the 
Cancer Society

� extends on the Smokefree 
Environments Amendment Act (2003)



1. National Direction. National Direction
� Opotiki District Council (2007)
� Rotorua District Council (2008)
� Wellington City Council (2002)
� Upper Hutt City Council (2006)
� Timaru District Council (2006) 
� South Taranaki District Council (2005)
� Gisborne District Council (2006)
� Queenstown Lakes District
� Ashburton District Council (2007)
� South Waiarapa District Council
� Napier City Council (2008)



1. National Direction. National Direction
� Christchurch City Council
� Kapiti Coast District Council (2008)
� Manukau City Council (2008)
� Waitakere City Council (2008)
� Tararua District Council (2008)
� Chatham Islands District Council (2008)
� Invercargill City Council (2008)
� Central Hawkes Bay District Council (2008)
� Carterton District Council 
� Wairoa District Council (2008)
� New Plymouth District Council
� Wanganui District Council (2007) 



2. Community Support 
Public Support for Smokefree Outdoor Spaces policy
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3.  Contribution to Community 3.  Contribution to Community 
OutcomesOutcomes

““we can all enjoy a healthy and safe lifestylewe can all enjoy a healthy and safe lifestyle””

““our environment is clean, green and valuedour environment is clean, green and valued””

““our communities are vibrant & welcomingour communities are vibrant & welcoming””



4.4. Monitoring Community Monitoring Community 
OutcomesOutcomes

� cigarette butt data – “our environment 
is clean, green and valued”

� cigarette butt data and evidence of 
attitude and behaviour change - “we 
can all enjoy a healthy and safe 
lifestyle”



Benefits to CouncilBenefits to Council

� community support
� contribution to community outcomes
� monitoring community outcomes
� cleaner more attractive parks
� healthier future generations



ImplementationImplementation



1. Smokefree Signage1. Smokefree Signage



2. Marketing2. Marketing

� newspaper
� radio
� television



2. Marketing2. Marketing



The Result of Good Signage and The Result of Good Signage and 
MarketingMarketing

Increase in awareness as a result of policy implementation
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What next?



Potential ProcessPotential Process

Council consider 
SFOS Policy

Council refers Social 
Environments to 
Parks & Rec or 

appropriate 
Committee 

Social Environments 
assists Parks & Rec

with policy 
development

Community support as 
indicated by community 
outcomes and previous 

research

educational 
SFOS policy 
adopted by 

Council

Media releases 
prior to signage 

being put up

Signage erected and 
media releases to 
inform the public

Evaluation and monitoring 
by Council and partners



How can we assist you?How can we assist you?

� support and advice on developing, 
implementing and evaluating the policy

� liaise between the Cancer Society and  other 
potential partner organisations

� providing a Smokefree Policy Toolkit



Smokefree Policy ToolkitSmokefree Policy Toolkit

Toi Te Ora can provide:

� policy examples and help with formulation 
� sound bytes for radio advertisements

� public survey questionnaires
� observational study forms

� the ‘how to’ of cigarette butt collections
� excel spreadsheet for data entry



Thank you!Thank you!

Questions?  Comments?




